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"Fly tying is a school from which we never graduate" 

 

 

PATTERN OF THE MONTH – Fluttering Salmon Fly 

 

Hook:     Daiichi 1270, Tiemco 200R, Curved, size 6 – 4. 

Thread:   Orange,6-0. 

Tail:       Moose body hair. 

Rib:        Brown saddle hackle 

Body:     Burnt orange Antron or poly yarn 

Wing:     Elk, under root beer Krystal Flash, under moose body hair 

Head:     Moose body hair. 

Legs:      Black rubber strand.  

 

Tying Instructions  

 
Step 1: Mash the barb and mount the hook in the vise. Start the tying thread two eye widths behind the eye and wrap a thread base back 

to a point halfway down the shank. 

Step 2: Select a small bunch of moose body hair, stack it, measure ½ shank length, and tie it on top of the shank just above the point of 

the hook. Bind down the butts towards the eye of the hook up to the tie-in position. Trim the excess. Return the thread to the base of the 

tale. 

Step 3: Select a brown hackle feather with barbs no longer then the hook gape and tie it on at the base of the tale. Return the thread to the 

forward tie-in position.  

Step 4: Tie in the Antron or poly yarn and bind it down on the top of the shank with spiraling wraps to the base of the tail. Return the 

thread to the forward position, then wind the yarn forward in touching wraps to the thread location. Tie off and trim excess. 

Step 5: Select a bunch of elk hair, stack it, measure to one shank length, trim the butts and tie it on the top of the hook. Select a dozen 

strands of Krystal Flash and bind down just in front of the Elk hair butts, evenly spread on top of the wing. Trim excess.  

Step 6: At this point there should be about an eighth inch of room to the eye. Select a bunch of moose body hair, stack it, measure to       

1 1/2 times the wing length, trim the butts to length, and with the tips facing forward, tie it on the top of the hook just in front of the wing 

base so the butt ends are even with the elk hair. With your finger nail, distribute the hairs over tops and sides of the hook. Bind the hairs 

down with tight thread wraps forward to just behind the eye.  

Step 7: Pull the moose hair back over the top of the shank forming a bullet head. Secure the hair with three tight thread wraps back at the 

base of the wing. The tip of the moose hair should cover the lower 1/3 of the wing.  

Step 8: Select 2 strands of black rubber legs and secure one to each side at the point behind the bullet head and the base of the wing. 

When the legs and in the proper position, form an orange band of thread about 1/16" wide, whip finish and cement. Trim the legs to 

length.  

 

   Todd Smith, a young production tier from Boise, Idaho, developed his Fluttering Salmon Fly for the South Fork of the Boise River. 

This huge dry fly mimics an egg-laying female caught on the water and working her wings to escape. That's the reason for the splayed 

wing. Todd says the fly should be fished dead drift near banks, in the shade under tree limbs, and cut banks.    

    

   The pattern is slightly complex but straightforward at the vise. The materials are common and not expensive. The salmon fly hatch is 

coming up soon on the Rogue and the Deschutes. I would add this one to your fly box.  

 

TYING TIPS 

 

   Leave  plenty  of  room  at  the  head for the wing and the bullet. The stiff butts of the moose body hair over-wing keep the elk wing 

splayed. If you find the larger bunch of moose body hair to be too unruly, try tying it on in two bunches. The hackle rib should be sized at 

a #14 or 16. This pattern requires a smooth even body shape. That's why we tie down and tie on materials the full length of the shank and 

the thread goes back and forth so many times. No bulky start-stop bumps. When pulling back the hairs for the bullet head, be careful not 

to put too much strain on them, they won' last long against trout teeth. A nice rounded shape is desired. It' time to tie some up, give them 

a test flight during the hatch and let me know how you do. 

 

 

 

 


